Heavenly Seat of the Divinity
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THE WORLD OF THE HEBREWS

THE WORLD OF THE HEBREWS — Graphic representation of the Hebraw conception of the
warld. God's heavenly seat rests above the superior watars. Below these waters fies the
firmament-or sky which resembles an overturmed bowl 2nd is supperted by columns. | hrough
the openings (floodgates) in its vault the suparior waters fall down upon the earth in the
form o7 rain or snow. The earth is a platfom resting on columns and surrounded by waters,
the seas. Underneath the columns lie the inferior waters. In the depths of the earth is Sheal,
the home af the dead {alsy called the nether world). This was the same prescient fic concept

of The universe s that held by the Hebrews' pagan neighbors.




‘Genesis

Quick Facts

b o ( 2
The stories in the first
eleven chapters are
primeval history. Genesis
11,27—50, 28 covers the
petiod of the ancestors,
or patriarchs and
matriarchs {from 2000 to
1500 B.C.}.
An unknown author
gathered oral traditions
and stories Trom tribal
peoples sometime from
1225 to 1000 B.C. (522
Introduction to the
P=ntateuci).

the goodness of Cr=ation,
human responsibilicy, the
effects of sin, covenant,

God's bringing good out
of evil
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/vou KNOW?
Literary Genres

SomeAristians believe that God actual-
ly created the world in seven twenty-
fourshour days. Such a belief comes from
a literal reading of the first chapter of
Genesis, as though it were a scientific
textbool. Howevar, Genesis was written
not as a science article but as symbaolic
stories, sometimes called mythic stories,
thatr convey great moral and spiricual
truths.We should not try to come to any
sclentific conclusions about the creation
of the world from reading these stories,

Mythic stories are ong litarary type,
or genre.You just have to look in a news-
paper to see examples of different liter-
ary genres:news stories, advice columns,
editorials, and comics. Each genre has
different rules for interpreting its mean-
ing. The Bible also contains many types of
licerary genres, including hero stories,
poetry, laws, legends, fictional satire,
dabates, and lattars. To properly under-
stand the Bible, pay attention to the liter-
ary genre—otherwise, you might believe
the Bible Is saying something God doesn't
intend.
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